Evolutionary changes in the electrocardiogram of severe progressive hypothermia.
A patient is reported who developed progressive hypothermia during therapy for adult respiratory distress syndrome. Electrocardiographic changes (sinus bradycardia, prolonged PR interval, prolonged QTc interval, "Osborn waves") were documented and correlated with body temperature. The significance of these changes is discussed and the relationship between the degree of hypothermia and the presence of "Osborn waves" is noted.